
Creating a Secure, Accessible 
National Healthcare Data Capture 
for Translational Research

The IBD BioResource recruits volunteers from IBD clinics 
nationwide recallable into research studies. The collected 
samples and data are used to inform recall of individuals. 
This will expedite research into Crohn’s disease and 
Ulcerative Colitis and enhance the overall management of 
disease. It was essential to design a platform to collect data 
in a consistent manner.

Platform objectives
■  Accessible specifically across multiple NHS sites

■  Easy to use by different professionals e.g. nurses, clinicians

■  Easy reporting facilities 

■  Ease of collaboration using import/export functionality

IBD BioResource part of the NIHR BioResource

The IBD BioResource is a UK-wide 
collaboration and NIHR adopted 
Please get involved: 
ibd@bioresource.nihr.ac.uk

      

Participating NHS sites System Architecture
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Over 30 different NHS trusts are 
already recruiting volunteers with 
around 3,000 recruited so far.

Anticipating up to 90 NHS trusts to 
participate in the future.

REDCap is:

■  Web based software used to create 
and manage clinical research 
databases and surveys

■  Developed as a tool to help 
researchers collect and manage data 
effectively and reasonably

IBD BioResource sites: 
Green = open 
Red = opening soon
Blue = expressed interest 
            to participate
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----Select a type of Field ---
Notes Box (Paragraph Text)
Calculated Field
Multiple choice-Drop-down List (single Answer)
Multiple choice-Radio Buttons (single Answer)
Checkboxes (Multiple Answers)
Yes-No
True-False
Signature (Draw Signature with mouse or finger)
File Upload (for users to upload files)
Slider/Visual Analog Scale
Descriptive Text (with optional Image/Audio file attachment)
Begin new section (with optional text))
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Review/update Data

Clinicians access data of 
their patients via 
various N3 clinic sites

Data Upload

Import data from 
electronic medical 
records

Data Entry

PID and clinical data 
is entered by Nurses/ 
Clinicians

Data Upload

Upload PID and clinical 
history data by any site 
using redcap import tool

Using a secure API 

to produce a summary 

for clinical data

API: A method for software programs to ask for and 
import/export data into or from REDCap project
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